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or liquid form, is useful in dermatological practice, where it may be 
employed in solutions, ointments, glyceroles, etc., of from 5 to 10 per 
cent, strength. Its chief indications are in eczema and other prurig- 
inous affections. In the acute type of the former condition thiol is 
useful in the declining stages. In chronic eczema it is also useful in 
combination with other substances. Its antipruritic action is excellent, 
and it may be employed in acute pruritus, prurigo, licheniform lesions, 
etc. Thiol combined with other antiparasitics is useful in the sebor- 
rhoeides, intertrigo, psoriasis, artificial dermatites, and it acts well in 
the acute dermatoses of infants. No bad effects are attendant upon 
its use, and it is worthy, according to the author, of more general employ¬ 
ment .—La presse medicale, 1904, No. 91, p. 727. 

Thigenol in Gynecology. — Dr. Raoul Blondel has employed this 
agent for a year, both in dispensary and in private practice, and con¬ 
siders it a very valuable one. Its action is that of ichthyol, but it is to 
be preferred to this substance, since it is more effective and has none 
of the disadvantages of the latter, either in regard to odor or to absorp¬ 
tion and consequent toxic action. Employed on tampons thigenol is 
indicated in subacute inflammatory uterine conditions. The large, 
congested uterus diminishes in size under its application, the hemor¬ 
rhages cease, and normal menstrual function becomes established. 
Perhaps the best effects of this drug are achieved in inflammations of 
the adnexa, parametritis and perimetritis. The author uses in these 
conditions tampons of equal parts of thigenol and glycerin and states 
that rapid cessation of the pain and absorption of the exudate result. 
Thigenol is valuable also in gonorrhoeal inflammations of the urethra 
and paraurethral glands. Here it may be used pure on small tampons 
of cotton inserted just after micturition or it may be introduced into 
the glands through a platinum needle .-—Revue de thSrapeuiique, 1904, 
No. 24, p. 834. 


Antiseptic Treatment of Middle-ear Suppuration. —Dr. Heinrich 
Neumann considers that the oxygen liberated by hydrogen dioxide will 
destroy the anaerobic micro-organisms which exist in old suppurative 
conditions, but will not affect aerobic bacteria in the same way. Conse¬ 
quently he combines hydrogen dioxide with potassium permanganate. 
The combination possesses not only the catalytic power of the latter 
substance, but also its coagulating and oxygenating effect. The mixture 
gives off a large amount of oxygen and the evolution takes place slowly; 
consequently its action on the bacteria is prolonged. In tympanic 
perforations of large size the author proceeds as follows: The canal 
is cleansed by antiseptic irrigations and then filled with a warm solution 
of potassium permanganate (1 per cent.). This is allowed to remain 
for a few minutes, is then removed and the canal is filled with 3 per 
cent, hydrogen dioxide, which is permitted to exert its action for six 
to eight minutes. This treatment has achieved remarkable result in 
otorrhceas of obstinate type .—Wiener medizinische Presse, 1904, No. 
46, p. 2181. 


Radium in Joint Affections. —M. Soupault has obtained excellent 
results from the emanations of radium in subacute joint affections. 
He reports patients affected with double hydrarthrosis, subacute gono- 
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coccal arthritis of wrist and hand, subacute articular rheumatism and 
subacute gout due to plumbism as cured by this means. In acute cases 
the author met with no success with the radium.— -La presse mSdicale, 
1904, No. 92, p. 734. 

Neuronal.— Chemically this hypnotic is bromodiethylacetamide, a 
white, crystalline powder slightly soluble in water, easily soluble in 
alcohol, and resembling menthol in taste, with the addition of slight 
bitterness. According to Siebert, Becker, and others it produces a 
quiet slumber about one-half hour after its administration, with no 
unpleasant after-effects. The drug seems to have no cumulative action 
ana its dosage in mild insomnia is 7£ grains, in more obstinate cases 
from 20 to 30 grains.— Therapeutische Monatskefte, 1904, No. 11, 
p. 591. 


The Action of Digitalis in Combination with Caffeine.— Dr. Ludwig 

Braun states that the simultaneous administration of digitalis and 
caffeine has an especially good effect in mitral stenosis, in cardiac 
disease with symptoms of heart weakness, in aortic lesions, and in 
arteriosclerosis complicated with aortic insufficiency. The author has 
studied the effects of these drugs, both separately and in combination, 
upon the heart and coronary arteries of mammals, and believes that 
when they are given simultaneously the vasoconstrictor effect of the 
digitalis is not produced and the action of the heart is favorably influ¬ 
enced. Consequently the favorable action of the combination is 
attributed to the improvement produced in the coronary circulation. 
In effect, the only disadvantage of digitalis, its vasoconstrictor action, 
is obviated by the combination with caffeine, for, in spite of the increase 
in arterial pressure produced by the digitalis, the coronary arteries 
remain widely open, and the conditions for plentiful nutrition of the 
heart remain favorable. The experiments upon animals are borne out 
by clinical experience, which proves that the effects of the combination 
of digitalis and caffeine are not produced by either drug alone.— La 
semame mSdicale, 1904, No. 47, p. 383. 

Pyrogallic Acid in Cystitis. — M. F. Minet reports good results from 
the use of this agent in tuberculous cystitis. His observations are 
based on 60 cases, and he recommends the drug in all forms of this 
condition, both primary and secondary, except that attended by hemor¬ 
rhage. The technique is simple, and consists in the instillation of 
75 drops of a 1:50 to 1:20 aqueous solution. If retention exists 
the bladder should first be emptied. Local treatment, according to the 
author, is less necessary in young patients who are able to take a 
prolonged rest and fresh-air cure.— Le progres mSdicale, 1904, No. 
47, p. 420. 


Hydrotherapy and Tetanus. — Dr. J. Sadger discusses a method of 
hydrotherapy in tetanus simpler and easier to carry out without the 
help of assistants than the Preissnitz process. The four steps in his 
procedure are as follows: (1) a dry pack until sweating sets in; (2) a 
cool bath with pouring of cold water over the patient, especially over 
the spine; (3) a wet pack, and (4) the process described under (2) 
repeated. He cites an instance in which this treatment was used 



